
TIDINGS 

SAINT LUKEõS PARISH March 18, 2007 

Has Your Voice Been Heard Yet? 

Saint Luke's Parish 
Focus Group Schedule 

Day Date Time Location 

Friday March 16 9:30 a.m. Taylor Room 

Saturday March 17 9:00 a.m Parish Hall 

Sunday March 18 4:30 p.m. Chapel 

Wednesday March 21 10:30 a.m. Taylor Room 

Thursday March 22 7:30 p.m. Terrace Room 

Sunday March 25 8:30 a.m. Terrace Room 

Sunday March 25 10:00 a.m. Terrace Room 

Sunday March 25 11:15 a.m. Terrace Room 

Sunday March 25 4:30 p.m. Chapel 

Saturday April 14 5:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

Sunday April 15 10:00 a.m. Terrace Room 
    

Focus Groups for Saint Luke's  
Parish School Parents 

Tuesday March 20 9:15 a.m. Taylor Room 

Tuesday March 20 12:30 p.m. Chapel 

Thursday March 22 9:15 a.m. Taylor Room 

Thursday March 22 12:30 p.m. Terrace 

S aint Lukeôs is about one-third through the ex-
ploratory, or listening, phase of the 2007 
Capital Campaign. The purpose of this phase 
is to get parish-wide feedback and input to 

help shape the goals for this campaign. Focus groups 
are being held which are designed to give us a forum 
to express our dreams and wishes for our Parish. Each 
Focus Group will be approximately 45 minutes in 
duration; a brief presentation will be followed by time 
for questions, comments, and input.   

If you have not yet participated in a focus group, 
there are still plenty of groups scheduled over the 
next month for you to pick from and attend. If you 
have already attended one, reflected on the experi-
ence and realized you still have more to say, come to 
another one!  

The schedule is listed to the right and can also be 
found on the website. If you canôt attend any of the 
sessions but have comments you would like heard, 
please contact the office and we will arrange to make 
that happen. 

Choral Morning Prayer 
The choir will be singing Choral Morning Prayer 
on March 25 at the 8:45 service. The service will 
follow the order of Morning Prayer, but with the 
choir taking a prominent role, similarly as it does 
for Evensong, or sung Evening Prayer. 

To Grow in Faith 
The journey towards a deeper relationship with God 
can be exciting, discouraging, transforming, lonely. 
Itôs a great help, on this journey, to have someone to 
talk with who can offer reassurance and advice along 
the way. If youôre interested in such a spiritual com-
panion, call Darcy Burgund at 655-0429. 
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Saint Lukeõs Calendar 
 

 

 

March 

Women at the Wellð focused readings and discussion that replenish the spirit; Tuesday March 20 
(TopicðGod Manifest), 3:45 p.m., the Taylor Room. For more information, contact Margaret 
Anderson, 655-0808 or wander26@aol.com, or Pat Lothson, 655-3626 or allswede@optonline.net 

Lenten Meditation and Discussion Series, Fridays, 16 and 23, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m., Terrace Room. 
To be led by Rev. Lynda Tyson See Page 3. 

Lenten Series: Prayer for GrownupsðMen and Women Deepening their Faith, Wednesdays, 
February 28 through March 28, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. See Page 3. 

Menôs Ministries Lenten Discussion of Walking the Bible, Wednesdays, February 28 through 
April 4, Taylor Room. Copies of the paperback version of the book are available from Bill Bosies 
(656-4154). See Page 3. 

Daytime Knitting Ministries, every other Wednesday, 2:30 p.m., the Taylor Room. All are welcome 
to this special fellowship.  Contact Barbara Sinnott, 655-9054, with any questions. 

Evening Knitting Ministries, the third Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Contact Julie Pearson, 
655-8842, with any questions. 

ñCoffee, Tea and Conversationò Anglican Update hosted by David Anderson. March 25, 4:00 p.m. 
Taylor room. See Page 8. 

Newcomers Dinner, Sunday, March 25, 6:30 p.m. See Page 3. 

Foyers Kickoff, March 30, 7:00-9:00 p.m. Parish Hall. See Page 10. 

April 

Rectorôs Book Club, Monday, April 2, 7:30 p.m. Read and discuss A Season for the Spirit. 

Women at the Wellð focused readings and discussion that replenish the spirit; Tuesdays, April 3 
(TopicðExperience of the Holy) and April 17 (TopicðMy Beliefs), 3:45 p.m., the Taylor Room. For 
more information, contact Margaret Anderson, 655-0808 or wander26@aol.com, or Pat Lothson, 
655-3626 or allswede@optonline.net 

Saint Lukeôs Bridge, Thursday, April 19, 7:00 p.m., the Taylor Room 

Menôs Ministries Annual Retreat, Friday, April 20 to Sunday, April 22, Holy Cross Monastery, 
West Park, NY; to be led by Paul Carling. Cost: $170 which includes room and board.  For 
questions or to reserve a space, contact Blake Robinson, 655-0727 or blake.robinson@snet.net. See 
page 10. 

 Newcomers Orientation, Sunday, April 29, 1:00 p.m. See Page 3. 

Looking Ahead 
Gathering of Angels, April 28. See Page 9. 

Outreach Weekend, May 5 ð Jen Kepner at 563-9091 or jenkepner@optonline.net. See Page 10. 

Vacation Bible School , June 25 to 29. Applications are available in the Education Building or in 
the Children's Ministries Office. Call Sarah Moden-Alliston, 655-1456, for more information. 

Womenôs Ministries Fall Retreat, November 9 to 11, Mercy Center, Madison, CT;  to be led by the 
Rev. Lynda Tyson. Mark your calendar now and watch for details in future Tidings. See page 3. 

mailto:blake.robinson@snet.net
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Lent at Saint Lukeõs 

Prayer for Grownupsð 
Men and Women Deepening their Faith 

Continues Wednesdays, March 21 & 28, 7-8:30 p.m., Chapel 
with Annette Thies and Barbara Crafton 

Want to feel a bit more confident about this thing called 
prayer? Want to experience the many ways to pray? Men 
and women are invited to this yearôs Lenten Series which 
offers an opportunity to learn about praying by trying it out 
yourself. For more information or to sign up for this series, please call 
Paul Carling, 655-1456. 

Lenten Meditations with Rev. Lynda Tyson  
Continues Fridays, March 16 & 23, 10-11:30, Terrace Room 

Please come to one or both of these Lenten Meditations even if you missed the first session. This is a combined 
offering of Motherôs Group and the Brown Bag Luncheon Group intended for women of all ages. Lynda will be 
guiding us in Meditations by Evelyn Underhill, a legendary 20th century mystic and spiritual director who em-
phasizes a sense of community rather than focusing on the individual. These meditations lead to rich and re-
warding discussions which will be facilitated by Lynda. Feel free to leave early if you have to pick up a child or if 
you can stay later, bring a brown bag lunch and join others for some additional informal discussion. 

Greetings to all Newcomers. You 
are cordially invited to share some 
good food and fellowship at the 
Next Newcomers Dinner on March 
25th, 6:30pm at the Rectory. Please 
join us for an opportunity to get to 
know the clergy, members of the 
parish and other newcomers. The 
dress is casual and babysitting is pro-
vided, just let us know the number 
and ages of your children. Please 
RSVP to the Parish office, 655-
1456, by Monday March 19th. 

Our final Newcomers Orientation 
Program of the year is scheduled 
for April 29th. This program is a 
comprehensive look at who we are 
as Episcopalians and the unique 
place that is St. Lukeôs.  It is also a 
prerequisite for participation in the 
Welcome service on May 6th. 

For those of you who have recently 
joined the Parish, please remember 
to sign up for a Foyers group.  
Where you meet (in someoneôs 

home or in a restaurant) and what 
you eat (potluck or take-out) are up 
to you.  The idea is to broaden your 
circle at St. Lukeôs in a fun, low key 
setting. 

If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me, Hedi 
OôConnor, at 325-2911 or 
hedi@att.net.  We look forward to 
getting to know you better and help-
ing to make St. Lukeôs a fulfilling 
spiritual home for you. 

Discussion of Walking the Bible 
Continues Wednesdays, March 21 & 28, and April 4, 

7:30 p.m., Taylor Room 
Menôs Ministries is continuing a discussion of 
Bruce Feilerôs Walking the Bible: A Journey by Land 
through the Five Books of Moses. The group will meet 
in the Taylor Room Wednesday evenings at 7:30, 
beginning on February 28, and will conclude on 
Wednesday, April 4. Copies of the paperback ver-
sion of the book are available from Bill Bosies (656-
4154). 

Newcomers/New Member Notes 

Reserve your place early!  
Womenôs Retreat, November 9 ï 11              Rev. Lynda Tyson, Retreat Leader 
You will find no better, more restorative time to be in the community of other women on lifeôs journey than 
our annual Womenôs Retreat. The Rev. Lynda Tyson will guide us as we learn more about opening our hearts 
up to each other and to God. As this popular retreat tends to fill up early, we suggest you call the Parish office 
to reserve your place as soon as you can. Now would be good! 

The retreat will be held at the Mercy Center in Madison, CT. It is a fine facility, situated on the Sound. The 
cost for the retreat will be $250, payable in two installments: $100 deposit on signing and the balance on or 
before Oct. 1. Look for more details in subsequent Tidings issues!  

mailto:hedi@att.net
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Spiritual Growth: Journeys 

Living as disciples of Christ, we travelé 

Death and Lent 
By Peter Dressler 

T wo Sundays ago I was approached by  
Darunee Wilson to write in Tidings about 
a personal experience that has affected my 
spiritual life.  As she was speaking to me 

my mind fell victim to nothing but blank thoughts 
about what to say.  Having experienced the recent 
death of my mother, and my fatherôs recent failing 
health, my body was filled with fear and shock.  

After the blow had subsided I thought to myself, 
ñHow am I going to express my innermost thoughts 
about my experiences and how Lent may relate to 
death?ò  Then I concluded if I write from the heart 
about a situation in my life, the words will just come.  

My recent experience has made me think about this 
time of year and I wondered about  the correlation 
between Lent and Death.  

I needed help in answering this difficult question, so 
I asked our associate rector, Phil LaBelle, to give me 
his definition of Lent and how he thinks it relates to 
death.  He wrote me back: 

"Lent" is a derivative of the Old English/Germanic 
word for "Spring" and the associated images of new 
life that are in abundance at Easter. Lent is that 
ñpreparation periodò leading us to Easter. Burials 
are "preparation" in one sense, for the resurrection 
at the end of the age, and, additionally, the burial 
office is always an Easter/resurrection liturgy. Our 
hope is that nothing separates us from the love of 
Christ, not even death.  And we believe with St. 
Paul, that to be absent in body is to be present with 
Christ. 

So in the end, I would see Lent as that period of 
getting us ready for Christ's triumph over death 
shown with his resurrection, and that funerals are 
a semicolon as we wait for the fullness of Christ's 
victory in this present age. 

I also found strength in the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all 
its meaning in the Resurrection. Because Jesus was 
raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.  

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the 
certainty that ñneither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.ò  

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchris-
tian. The very love we have for each other in Christ 
brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus 
himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we 
rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer pres-
ence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those 
who mourn. (Book of Common Prayer, page 507) 

I found these thoughts comforting, and they helped 
me to realize both that my momôs life was being cele-
brated on the day of her memorial service and that 
her funeral was preparation for life everlasting. I fi-
nally understood the importance of Lent and how a 
funeral is a preparation for the resurrection just like 
Lent is the preparation for Easter.  

May your life and your Lent be full of joy, and may 
you always be prepared for the resurrection of life 
through Christ our Lord.  

 

 

 

Peterôs father has died since he wrote this piece. 
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Discovery Hour 

Sundays, 10:00 to 10:50 a.m., following coffee and fellowship 

March 18:   

The Making of our Hymnal with Raymond Glover 

Did you ever wonder why some of the hymns from the Hymnal 1940 didnôt make it into the 
present collection ?  Or, what goes on behind the scenes in decisions about hymn selection and 
organization?  Dr. Glover, the general editor of our Hymnal 1982, is both a hymnody expert and 
a delightful storyteller. He knows all the secrets and he is prepared to share some of them with 
us. 

Dr. Raymond Glover is retired Professor of Music and Chapel Organist, Virginia Theological Seminary; 
General Editor of The Hymnal 1982; a member of the Commission on Liturgy and Music for the Diocese 
of Virginia; and a founder with Dr.ôs Gerre Hancock and James Litton of the Association of Anglican 
Musicians. He is a graduate of the University of Toronto where he studied with Dr. Healey Willan, and of 
the School of Sacred Music, Union Theological Seminary, New York City.   

 

March 25:   

ñWhat Christians can Learn from Muslimsò with Ian Markham 

Having worked with Muslim and Christian students at Hartford Seminary, Dr. Markham is very 
aware of what a roadblock to spiritual exchange is posed by the fairly shallow commitment to 
spiritual practice on the part of too many Christians.  In this session, Dr. Markham outlines 
valuable lessons that can be learned from other faith traditions and how Christians can start 
spiritual practices that allow them to communicate on religious issues more easily with people 
from other faith traditions. 

Ian Markham  is a professor of Theology and Ethics and Dean of Hartford Seminary, and has a Ph.D. in 
Christian Ethics - University of Exeter.(1995), an M.Litt. in Philosophy and Ethics - University of 
Cambridge. (1986-1989), and B.D. in Theology - University of London. (1982-1985). 
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Childrenõs Ministries News 

T wo more stops on our 
Lenten journey for fami-
lies before we arrive at 
Holy Week at Saint 

Lukeôs: Soup suppers and the Palm 
Sunday Procession. 

The stories of Jesus work in the 
world continue as we gather in the 
Parish Hall at 5:30 on Wednesday 
evenings for soup supper, story, 
crafts, and night time prayers. 

Child care is available from 6:30 
PM ï 8:45 PM every Wednesday in 
room 203 on the second floor of 
the education building for any 
families who wish to attend the 
Lenten prayer series with Barbara 
Crafton and Anette Theis: Prayers 
for Grown Ups, held in the chapel. 

While on the 40 day journey on the 
road to Jerusalem we have recalled 
Isaiahôs promise of a Messiah com-
ing, how Godôs chosen people must 
prepare for the Messiah, the annun-

ciation of the angel to Mary, and 
the birth of Jesus the Christ. This 
recollection helped children under-
stand that the grown up Christ on 
the cross was the same Jesus that 
was in the manger in our Christmas 
narratives.  The stories the children 
have heard up till now expose 
Christôs love, his miracles, the call-
ing of his disciples as helpers, and 
finally Jesusô shaking up the status 
quo among the High Priests and 
the Romans. 

 10:30AM Palm Sunday, April 1, 
our journey continues.  We will 
gather in the Paddock adjacent to 
the Education Building on the 
Rings End Road to re enact Jesusô 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  
Palms and palm fronds will be dis-
tributed to the children and adults 
to throw on the ground before our 
guest donkey as he makes his way 
to the church for the traditional 
blessing of the palms in the main 
church.  This view of Jesus as King 
is an important juxtaposition to the 
image of Jesus as the King of the 
Jews on the cross re enacted on 
Good Friday at Saint Lukeôs from 
10 AM-12 PM for children of all 
ages. 

It is important that even our young-
est children have an opportunity to 
live through a somber Lent to pre-
pare them for the great joy of the 
resurrection on Easter Sunday.  
With our youngest children we use 
the phrase  the three ñthree sad 
daysò to refer to the crucifixion 
story. 

Please continue to use your mite 
boxes and Lenten calendar, pray 

the prayer on the mite box with 
your children.  Parents and other 
family members are the primary 
influence in childrenôs faith forma-
tion.  Childrenôs ministries rein-
force your faith work.  We cannot 
form the children in the hour a 
week we spend together.  Please 
continue to walk with your chil-
dren on this portion of the faith 
journey. 

Prayers said at the table before 
meals and at bed time are two ways 
you can articulate your faith on a 
daily basis.  I remember as a young 
mother often being too tired at the 
end of our busy day to pray with my 
children at bed time.  We instituted 
Morning Prayer with our children 
to ensure we kept praying out loud 
together.  Below is the prayer we 
used.  I include it in the event this 
might suit your family. 

Childôs Morning Prayer: 
Good morning Lord 
This is your day 
I am your child 
Show me your way. 
Amen 

Lent for Families at St. Lukeõs 

Miss Sarah tells the story of the Miss Sarah tells the story of the   
Journey of LentJourney of Lent  

Save the Date! 
Gathering of Angels  

on April 28th 

The Gathering of Angels will be held 
at the Robertos house on Longneck 
Point and we will be joined by friends 
from Saint Christopherôs Mission in 
Bluff, UT and Trinity Jubilee Center 
in Lewiston, ME. This is a parish-
wide event and all are encouraged to 
come support our youth outreach 
efforts. 


