
TIDINGS 

SAINT LUKEõS PARISH June 24, 2007 

Two Farewells 

The Parish Says Goodbye 

Phil LaBelle 

By Janet Lewis 

Pentecost Sunday 2004, then Junior Warden 
Laura Wilcock grabbed my arm and told me I had to 
meet a candidate for the position of associate clergy 

responsible for 
youth. ñHe and 
his wife are over 
here at the pic-
nicéò HE? No, 
Laura, we need a 
woman to fill 
this positionð
Saint Lukeôs has 
always had a fe-
male clergy mem-
ber since the 
time when 
women were al-

lowed to be ordained. I followed Laura, skeptical 
that this was the person being called to Saint Lukeôs 
to fill out the team of David, Bill and Paul. It became 
clear early in our first conversation, however, that 
Philôs commitment to youth ministry and education 
was not because he knew that was what we were 
looking for, but because it was a passion, and one 
that he already had much experience in. We were to 
quickly learn about Philôs many other gifts and pas-
sions, including a huge dedication to outreach.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Ian Saville 

By Victoria Batha 

Senior Warden, Youth Vestry 

When Ian sat me down to tell me he was leaving, 
the first thing I said was: 
ñWell, no offense, but I 
donôt know what you 
want me to say. I mean, 
this couldnôt have come 
at a better time.ò Ian, 
knowing I was referring 
to my upcoming high 
school graduation, re-
sponded with: ñI thought 
you would say thatò; the 
man knows me too 
well. What I have realized 
since then is twofold. 
First, when shocked and confused, one often says 
things they donôt mean. Secondly, to tie in with the 
first, there could never be a good time to lose Ian 
Saville.  
Our youth director for the past four years, Ianôs dedi-
cation to the youth of St. Lukeôs and the community 
has never faltered. What many may not understand 
is that Ianôs job runs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week- 
and he does a wonderful job with it. He is always 
there to support all of us, whether through phone 
calls and Starbucks runs to attendance at  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Saint Lukeõs Calendar 
 

 

 

June 

Weekly Bible Study, 7:30p.m. Thursdays in the Terrace Room 

Centering Prayer, Wednesdays, 6-6:30 p.m., The Taylor Room. For information or encouragement, 
please contact Gail Wiggin at gailwiggin@mac.com.  See Below. 

Women at the Wellð focused readings and discussions that replenish the spirit; Tuesday, June 26 
(TopicðRetirement Issues), 3:45 p.m., the Taylor Room. For more information, contact Margaret 
Anderson, 655-0808 or wander26@aol.com, or Pat Lothson, 655-3626 or allswede@optonline.net 

Daytime Knitting Ministries, every other Wednesday, 2:30 p.m., the Taylor Room. All are welcome 
to this special fellowship. Contact Barbara Sinnott, 655-9054, with any questions. 

Evening Knitting Ministries, the third Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Contact Julie Pearson, 
655-8842, with any questions. 

Navajoland Servant Trip to Saint Christopherôs Mission in Bluff, UT. Youth Outreach Trip for 
current 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th graders; June 23rd-July 1st. For information, call Ian, 655-1456. 

Vacation Bible School, June 25 to 29. Applications are available in the Education Building or in 
the Children's Ministries Office. Call Sarah Moden-Alliston, 655-1456, for more information. 

July 

Mission Trip to Malawi with GAIA, Join Holy Redeemer in Bryn Mawr, PAôs trip on July 4-19. 
Please call Blake Robinson for details.  

Lewiston Servant Trip to Trinity Church and Jubilee Center, Youth Outreach Trip for current 7th 

and 8th graders; July 11th-15th. For information, call Ian, 655-1456 

Prayer Service for Peace, Sunday, July 15, 4:30 p.m., Chapel. 

Summer Picnic, Sunday, July 22nd, 4:00 p.m.  

Looking Ahead 
Womenôs Ministries Fall Retreat, November 9 to 11, Mercy Center, Madison, CT; to be led by the 
Rev. Lynda Tyson. Mark your calendar now and watch for details in future Tidings.  

Centering prayer for the rest of us 

Wednesdays, 6-6:30pm in the Taylor Room 

Our new centering prayer gathering has attracted members from out-
side the parish and even the state. Plus, we have a ñvirtualò contingent ð 
unable to be there in person, some people will join us in spirit at that 
same time. We welcome beginners, those who rarely sit still and, of 
course, seasoned practitioners. Discover the benefits of praying in a small 
group at a set time and place. Those with questions are welcome to come 
early, at 5:45pm. All thatôs really required is an ñintentionò and a willing-
ness to rest in silence for 20 minutes. For further encouragement, please 
contact Gail Wiggin at gailwiggin@mac.com or 644-2666. Or, just show 
up. 

Correction 

The registration form for 
Church School had the  
incorrect Fax number for the 
church.  The correct number 
is  655-7716.  



3 June 24, 2007 

Phil LaBelle 

Gender was clearly not an issue: 
Phil was our man, and we were 
lucky to have him join Saint Lukeôs. 

A whole issue of Tidings would 
not be enough to detail how Philôs 
presence in the Saint Lukeôs com-
munity has touched so many of us. 
If there is one word that describes 
Phil and his ministry, it is accessibil-
ity. This encompasses both the ac-
cessibility of his theologyðto young 
and oldðand his physical presence 
among us. Whether Phil is preach-
ing the homily at a morning service 
or Come As You Are (another one of 
his huge and enduring accomplish-
ments), chances are whoever is lis-
tening will be able to relate (and itôs 
not just the movie analogies!). 

For me as the youth vestry liai-
son, it was Philôs complete dedica-
tion to our youth, especially his 
leadership of the mission trips to 

Lewiston for middlers and his devel-
opment of a confirmation program 
that engaged our youth that I val-
ued. For my sons and many other 
youth, Phil has been an understand-
ing adult they could speak to and 
not feel judged. For me personally, 
it has been his friendship and ad-
vice as well as his dedication to out-
reach that have most touched me. 
Under Philôs leadership, we under-
took missions to help victims of 
Katrina as well as establishing a rela-
tionship with the ñOur Little Rosesò 
orphanage in Honduras and leading 
a group of parishioners there. 
Philôs accessibility was also appar-

ent in the joy we shared with him in 
the birth of Noah and Olivia Hope, 
and the sorrow of his mother 
Bettyôs diagnosis of cancer and sub-
sequent passing. He allowed us to 
celebrate with him and Melissa and 
share in their grief. 

When Phil joined the Saint 
Lukeôs community, it was really a 
ñtwo-forò, as he brought with him 
his wife Melissa. Despite a demand-
ing schedule commuting to New-
town to teach French and later to 
Boston for post-graduate work, 
Melissa dove in to help with confir-
mation retreats, teaching confirma-
tion classes and helping with Vaca-
tion Bible School (among many ac-
tivities). She too has been a pres-
ence for our youth. 

My hope when Phil arrived at 
Saint Lukeôs was that we would be 
able to keep him for three years. He 
clearly offered the multi-faceted tal-
ent that many a parish would want 
in a rector. We can only wish the 
LaBelle family well as Phil, Melissa, 
Noah and Olivia relocate to Colo-
rado. Meanwhile, we can only feel 
blessed that we enjoyed Philôs pres-
ence among us these past three 
years. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ian Saville 

various recitals, games, performances, and everything 
else of the nature. 

When I told Ian that his leaving could not come at 
a better time, it was because I canôt even being to com-
prehend what a year at St. Lukeôs would be like with-
out him. My memories with Ian and the youth group 
could fill up this entire issue of Tidings. Infamous Po-
laroid scavenger hunts, ice skating trips to Central 
Park, Halloween costume parties, outreach trips; none 
of these would have been possible without Ian and his 
constant desire to improve our youth group. So what 
now? 

The saying goes that all good things must come to 
an end. However, with these ends come new begin-

nings. Ian, we wish you the best of luck as you con-
tinue to pursue your true passions of art and teaching 
at Columbia. You have left large shoes to fill (size 13 to 
be exact?) and I wish the greatest of luck to whoever is 
chosen for the job. I know I speak for everyone when I 
say that you have made a tremendous and everlasting 
effect on the entire St. Lukeôs community. Thank you 
so much for everything; letôs make your last month 
with us one that weôll never forget.  

THANKS! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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We recently received an update from 
GAIA on some of the projects Saint 
Lukeôs support is going to, in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS in Malawi. Three 
of the projects are listed below. Rev. Bill 
Rankin, President of GAIA, will return 
to Saint Lukeôs this October to preach 
and lead Discovery Hour.  

Nursing Scholarship Fund 
The nursing scholarship project 

continued its support of 30 scholars 
now in their second year of studies 
with 8 students inducted into their 
first year. The scholarships pay tui-
tion, a living stipend, and provide 
books and essential supplies such as 
shoes, uniforms, stethoscopes, and 
nurseôs watches. In exchange for the 
scholarship assistance, the women 
commit to serve in the countryôs 
clinics and hospitals for 4 years after 
graduation. This project was widely 
hailed by the Malawi nursing com-
munity and local press. Twenty-
three students attend Kamuzu 
School of Nursing. These students 
are just starting their 3rd year. Fif-
teen students study at Malawi Col-
lege of Health Sciences, 8 in their 
second year, and 7 in their first 
year. All students are passing and 
few who have been weak in some 
subjects are getting tutoring through 
GAIA. This project was widely 
hailed by the Malawi nursing com-
munity and local press. 

Orphan Care/School fees 
HIV is decimating the produc-

tive generations leaving behind a 
multitude of defenseless children. 
Many older siblings are left taking 
care of younger siblings, many times 
themselves HIV positive. We strug-
gle to meet the most basic needs of 
children ï food, education, and 

medical treatment. GAIA 
trains and equips village 
guardians to care for some 
of the hundreds of thou-
sands of children or-
phaned by AIDS in Malawi 
by providing children with 
such tangible goods as 
food, blankets, clothing, 
school supplies, and non-
prescription medications. 
We also pay tuition for 
secondary school age stu-
dents (12-18 years). The 
secondary school children need tui-
tion payments, and of course for 
orphans there is no one to pay 
these.  

GAIA currently partners with 20 
faith and community-based organi-
zations and employs 100 women in 
20 villages to meet the needs of over 
5500 orphans and children living 
with AIDS and other diseases. Most 
are located in rural villages in the 
central and southern areas of the 
country. 

Village caregivers in the new 20 
villages have identified, registered, 
and assisted over 1230 orphans. 

More than 250 grandmothers 
are among the caregivers of the or-
phans GAIA serves in 20 villages. 
GAIA assisted these women to pro-
vide for their orphaned grandchil-
dren and the other orphans they 
care for with food, basic supplies 
like soap, and school supplies, uni-
forms and tuition. 

GAIA provided the mandatory 
secondary school tuitions, books, 
uniforms, and hygiene supplies for 
250 AIDS orphans. 

Youth HIV Prevention 
18 youth clubs have now been 

formed in all the 20 new villages. 

The aim of these youth clubs is to 
promote the prevention of HIV 
transmission and teenage preg-
nancy. To date, 1,262 youth be-
tween the critical ages of 10-25 years 
of age have entered into these youth 
clubs. There they have engaged in a 
variety of social activities such as 
soccer, drama performances focused 
on HIV and other health and social 
concerns, and traditional dances. 

 

GAIA Update 

Orphan children and their guardian in the village 
of Manyozo. 
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The entire parish is cordially invited to the annual summer picnic, 
which will be Sunday, July 22nd, from 4PM to 7PM, dress very casual. 
The picnic will be held this year at the home of Margaret and Bill 
Anderson, 26 Holly Lane. The picnic is sponsored by Menôs Ministries, 
and the annual Menôs Ministries Man of the Year award will be pre-
sented. Please call the parish office, 655-1456, to RSVP. Hot dogs and 
hamburgers will be provided, please bring a salad or dessert. Invite a 
friend to come with you! Come join the fun!  

The Annual Saint Lukeõs Summer Picnic 

This past year our seniors enjoyed two special luncheons on All 
Saints Day in November and on May Day. We had a large turn out for 
both and were serenaded by our own Clergy Crooners. Everyone, includ-
ing volunteers, had a wonderful time and we would like to continue 
these events. Anyone interested in organizing these two luncheons for 
the next program year please contact Kim Nightingale at 359-6234 or by 
e-mail at pnightingale@msn.com. 

SENIOR LUNCHEON UPDATE 

Position Available 

Saint Lukeôs Parish School is 
looking for a warm, caring teacher 
for the morning 4ôs class. We 
would prefer a BA or Early Child-
hood Development degree. Please 
call Susan at 655-4067 or email at 
susan.martin@saintlukesdarien.org 
for more information.. 

Farewell Receptions 

Save the dates and come and say goodbye  
to two of our beloved staff: 

Ian SavilleðJuly 8th after the 9:30 a.m. service 

Phil LaBelleðJuly 22nd after the 9:30 a.m. service 

Summer Choir 

If you would like to sing with 
the choir for the 9:30 Sunday 
morning services through the sum-
mer, come to the choir room at 
8:45. We will rehearse the service 
music and perhaps a simple an-
them in preparation for the lit-
urgy. Everyone is welcome: mem-
bers of our regular choirs for all 
ages and, particularly, those who 
may be considering singing in the 
choir. 

The books in our Parish library 
currently booked in the Robert 
Backe library (the southeast corner 
of the Parish Hall) could be march-
ing upstairs, as you read this, to the 
Taylor Room (the best accommoda-
tion on the campus). The library 
ladies, aka, Peg Weeks, Marty Gil-
bert and company, have been cull-
ing through the stacks to pare 
down our collection for months. 
The Backe room is partially below 
grade in the Parish Hall and is sub-
ject to intense sunlight on the 
south side in the summer months. 

Also, it is only accessible 
through a nursery school 
classroom. 

New bookcases have 
been built along the east 
and south walls of the Tay-
lor Room to supplement 
the existing built-in 
bookcase to house the 
relocated volumes. The 
Taylor Room offers comfortable 
sofas and chairs for browsing or 
serious page-turning, all in air con-
ditioned surroundings. Come and 
peruse the literary selections. 

Library Books on the March 

www.iansaville.net 

Over the years, many of you 
have seen me with my camera 

around campus. What you 
may not know is I 
was trained as a 

photographer. As I 
leave Saint Lukeôs to 

study Art and Art 
Education, I wanted 

to let you know that 
many of my photo-

graphs are available for 
sale online at 

www.iansaville.net. 
Online pay will soon be available, 
so keep checking back and all pro-
ceeds will go towards my Masters 
program at Columbia. 

mailto:susan.martin@saintlukesdarien.org
http://www.iansaville.net/



