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Youth Sunday and the Fall  

Fundraiser Cometh November 18th 

By Alexandra Martin 

Shhh! Hereôs a little secret: the 
youth program is full of energy. And 
we want to share the goodness with 
you. The time and place are set, all 
we need is you! 

On Sunday, November 18th, the 
10:00 am service will be completely 
run by youth, from greetings to ser-
mon. It is one of two times in the 
year when youth take charge and do 
so with such conviction that you 
canôt help but be moved by their 
tremendous work.  

Following the service the Youth 
Service Auction will be held in the 
parish hall to benefit our Youth 
Designated Fund for outreach and 
mission. The youth will be auction-
ing their talents and abilitiesðif you 
need babysitting, tutoring, sports 
lessons, meals cooked, or anything 

else the youth can dream up, then 
this is the place for you!  

With our mission trips to Lewis-
ton, ME and Bluff, UT, our youth 
are being transformed as minister 
servants. The parish provides no 
money in the budget to support 
these programs and it is only 
through the generosity of parishion-
ers at our fall and spring fundraisers 
that we make these trips happen. 

Did I mention that if we raise 
$50,000 at the brunch that David 
Anderson will shave his head? And 
you can buy raffle tickets to win a 
chance to pie your favorite priest in 
the face?  

If you wish to help out in the 
preparation for this joyous day, 
please contact Alexandra Martin at 
655-1456 x30 or alexandra.martin 
@saintlukesdarien.org.  
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Sign up to receive Rectorôs Weekly Email  
and Bulletin Wrapper by Post  

There is no need to miss out on David Andersonôs weekly email message 
just because you ñdonôt do email.ò And if you are not able to get to 
church on Sunday and would like to receive the weekly service bulletin 
wrapper please call the parish office (655-1456) to get on these mailing 
lists.  

Four years ago I told my mom 
how I was having problems with 
kids at school. I was getting into 
fights, losing friends, and not feel-
ing very good about myself. My 
mom suggested that I go talk to the 
new youth director at the church, 
Ian Saville. I still remember the day 
I met him. Although I had never 
met him before I talked to him 
about my issue, it seemed as though 
we had known each other for a long 
time when we talked.  

This was the beginning of a big 
change. I started going to youth 
group for a couple of weeks. I fell in 
love with the program and all of the 
wonderful things it had to offer. All 
I kept thinking to myself was, ñman, 
I canôt believe this is a church 

(Continued on page 6) 

Youth Group and Me 
By Charlie Nichols 



2 TIDINGS 

Equipped for the Call  

By Pam Vossler 

Youôve arrived. You made the 
dream transition from the big city 
to the coast of Maine. Your own ad 
agency of sixteen years has lots of 
loyal clients and youôre living cheek 
by jowl with some of the most beau-
tiful terrain and highest quality of 
living around. Few get so lucky. So, 
what do you do? 

Chuck it all, answer a call and 
move, thatôs what. If, that is, youôre 
Lynda Tyson. 
ñIf I had known all the little 

things I know now, I never would 
have had the courage to do it,ò said 
Lynda, with characteristic humility. 
Speaking with her, you know itôs 

a lie she doesnôt mean to tell. If she 
had it all to do again, you know 
sheôd certainly follow the same path. 
There is a calling in Lyndaôs life and 
her confidence in it has never wa-

vered. Though she may not have 
been able to name the call until de-
ciding to attend Berkeley Divinity 
School at Yale in 2002. 

She attributes hearing, and an-
swering, her call to a ñwillingness to 
be open,ò describing some of the 
moments and epiphanies that have 
added up to relentless directionðthe 
eye popping coincidences that de-
mand processing as something big-
ger than curious serendipityðlike 
landing on one side of a thorny 
something only to quickly find her-
self on the other side of itéthe ex-
periences that teach the many subtle 
shades of how to minister (and live) 
in compassion and empathy. The 
lessons, and the path, are there for 
the takingðif you pay attention. 
And Lynda always pays attention. 
Perhaps thatôs why parishioner 

Martha Kirk calls her when things 
upend. She said, ñLynda has a way 
about her that makes you feel that 
you can just be who you are. There 
are no pretenses.ò 
ñé when you open the door (to 

Lynda), the flood of her warmth, 
compassion, wisdom and the 
strength of her faith become so ap-
parent,ò she continued. 

Doors certainly opened in 
Maine, where Lynda served in a 
number of leadership roles includ-
ing the Maine Sea Coast Missionary 
Society. Another door opened at 
the Mount Desert Island Hospital 
where Lynda served on the Board of 
Trustees, as committee member and 
Chairman. 

A strong, well-organized leader, 
quiet, yet powerfully competent, 
Lynda was only the second woman 
and the youngest person ever to 

serve on the board of the 100-year-
old Bar Harbor Banking and Trust 
Company. 

After two years as Assisting 
Clergy at Saint Lukeôs, Lynda joined 
the full time staff last summer as 
Senior Associate Rector, expanding 
Bill Beeryôs previously part time role 
in response to the needs of our 
growing Parish. In addition to over-
seeing Buildings and Grounds and 
Finance, Lynda serves as Saint 
Lukeôs Chief Operating Officer. She 
is also a full participant in liturgy 
and pastoral care and oversees 
Womenôs Ministries, Adult Ed and 
Communications. 
ñMy former vocational life and 

my life as a priest have come to-
gether,ò said Lynda who, in addi-
tion to her philanthropic, business 
and agency work, was a newspaper 
special sections writer and editor. 
ñLyndaôs coming on board is a 

major step for Saint Luke's. In a 
large parish like this, if we donôt 
have someone covering day-to-day 
operations and managing all the 
people and systems of a bustling or-
ganization, the best you can hope 
for is to keep the ship from sink-
ing,ò said The Rev. David R. Ander-
son.  
ñLynda is key. Sheôs a great priest 

and pastor, an insightful preacher, a 
skillful retreat leaderðand yet sheôs 
also got a great head for business.  

(Continued on page 4) 

TRANSITIONS 
Newcomers 

Tina Burin 
Silvia & Ken Doyle (Kaileigh, Carsten 

& Kelsey) 
Ray & Ellen Duggins 
Laura Kletter (Stephen, Daniel) 
Noelle & Dennis Kopec (Tyler) 
Paula Lane (Connor, Chase) 
Jennifer & Matthew Manley (Clayton) 
Claire Rossetter and J.B. Henderson 
Amy & Rob Speranza (Isabella,  

Christopher) 
Amy & Rob Walton (Matthew) 

Marriages 
Allison McKittrick & Scott Arneill 
Sarah Sanislo & James Kingston 
Christine Gendreau & Daniel Ramos 

Deaths 
Anna Hogland 
John Queeney 
Caroline Ross 
Richard Tweedy 

Charlie and Lynda Tyson 
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Fall Potluck Supper 
Join us in the Parish Hall on 

Thursday, November 15 at 6:30 
p.m. for our Fall potluck supper. 
Our theme is ñThe Harvestò so 
bring your best recipes or favorite 
shopsô recipes for everything that 
reminds you of the fall and of the 
harvest. The evening is a social oc-
casion to enjoy good friends, good 
food and good stories. 

Please join us and bring a 
friend. If you need a ride or a baby-
sitter please contact Kitty Galvin at 
kvgalvin@optonline.net. Call the 

parish office for reservations and 
an idea of what you will be bring-
ing at 655-1456.  

Womenôs Retreat 
November 9-11 

Although the retreat is largely 
booked at this late date, there may 
still be last minute changes. Please 
call the Parish Office (655-1456) to 
see if you might be able to take ad-
vantage of a sudden cancellation 
and still participate. You wonôt re-
gret it! 

Womenõs Ministries 

Do we really want to make a dif-
ference in the world around us? For 
the members of Saint Lukeôs, there 
is only one answer to this question. 
It is a resounding ñYes.ò Thatôs why 
our parishioners spend thousands of 
hours annually providing hands-on 
outreach to others in our commu-
nity, our country and abroad. We 
are all familiar with the good work 
of Person to Person, our efforts in 
support of GAIA or the annual trips 
to Lewiston and Utah. But did you 
realize that there is another opportu-
nity to make a difference that is 
much closer to home? In fact, this 
opportunity is at the heart of our 
parish and it is serving on Saint 
Lukeôs Vestry. 

The Vestry is the lay leadership 
of Saint Lukeôs and serves as both 
the board of directors and the ad-
ministrative body of the parish. The 
Executive Committee of the Vestry 
is made up of the Wardens, Parish 

Clerk, Treasurer, Rector and Senior 
Associate Rector. Each Vestry mem-
ber (other than the officers) serves as 
a liaison or chair of a particular 
committee of parish members. Ves-
try members serve a term of three 
years and are elected by the Parish at 
the Annual Meeting in early Febru-
ary. 

This year, an unusually large 
number of Vestry members began 
their three year terms, leaving only 
three vacancies for 2008: Junior 
Warden, Clerk and Parish Life. The 
nominating committee, made up of 
the Executive Committee and the 
retiring Vestry members will meet to 
identify potential candidates to fill 
these positions. However, the com-
mittee does not want to work in a 
vacuum. Thatôs why weôre asking 
you to consider serving yourself or, 
perhaps, someone you know has the 
potential to contribute to the leader-
ship of the parish. If so, simply 

speak to a member of the nominat-
ing committee or the clergy, so you 
or your candidate will be considered 
for one of the openings. 

As Junior Warden, I serve as 
chair of the nominating committee. 
The other members are: 

David Anderson, Jennifer 
Knebel, Fran Principe,  
Jennifer Boyd, Julie Pearson, 
and Lynda Tyson. 

This is an exciting time to be a 
part of the Vestry at Saint Lukeôs. 
Vestry members are deeply involved 
with the development of the capital 
campaign and identifying the needs 
of the parish, its mission and minis-
tries for the next ten years. Serving 
on the Vestry is a unique way to 
contribute and personally make a 
difference. It is an experience that 
will be as personally rewarding as it 
is important for Saint Lukeôs.  

Want to make a difference? 

By Steve Gramps, Junior Warden 

Volunteer  
Coordinator Needed 
Homefront needs a Volunteer 
Coordinator for 2008.  If you 
could imagine getting involved 
in the next great Homefront 
Project in May 2008 and partici-
pating in the organization of 
our teamôs effort, please call or 
email Sam Bridges at (203) 324-
3404 or sbridges@optonline.net  
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November 4 
Raymond Glover ï The Episcopal Hymnal 

Dr. Raymond F. Glover, Emeritus 
Professor of Music and Chapel Or-
ganist at Virginia Theological Semi-
nary, was the general editor of The 
Hymnal 1982. Did you ever wonder 
why some of the hymns from the 
Hymnal 1940 didnôt make it into the 

present collection? A delightful storyteller, Dr. 
Glover knows the secrets and is prepared to share 
some of them with us. 

November 11 
David Anderson ï R-rated Faith: Shaping an Adult 
Spiritual Life out of the Wreck of your Sunday 
School Faith 

At some point, the spiritual world of our child-
hood dissolves. Some manage to keep that imagi-
nary world alive, and some feel guilty that they 
canôt. Some never feel a need to re-engage the 
God question, but for those who do, it can seem 
impossible to separate grown-up spirituality from 
the Sunday school model that no longer works. 
How do we find an adult version of faith? David 
Anderson will take us on an adult field trip of 
faith and life. 

November 18 
Henry Grayson ï Spirituality in Adolescents 

Dr. Henry Grayson is a therapist with an active 
family counseling practice. Even as adolescents 
are working hard, doing their job to individuate 

from their parents, they can find and live from a 
deeply spiritual core. Dr. Graysonôs talk will focus 
on how parents can help foster this spiritual de-
velopment, and break down the barriers that in-
terfere with it. Some of Dr. Graysonôs books will 
be offered for sale at the talk, with the profits go-
ing to the Saint Lukeôs youth group. 

November 25 
Ceci Maher ï P2P and STL Together: Making a Dif-
ference in Our Community 

Ceci Maher, Executive Director of Per-
son-to-Person, along with several STL 
parishioner-volunteers, will explain the 
real needs of our low-income neighbors 
and the work P2P does to address them. 
Today, P2P serves more than 18,200 peo-

ple with programs and services valued at over $6 
million annually. To truly experience the agency 
and its work, take a tour of the Food Pantry, 
Clothing Center and offices. Discover how P2Pôs 
mission relates to your own spiritual journey!  

December 2 
Welcoming Advent: Making Wreaths and Merry 

On this first Sunday of Advent, everyone is wel-
come in the Parish Hall for a time of music, 
wreathmaking and great eats. Greens and a form 
will be provided to make the wreaths and plenty 
of instructors will be on hand to give the less-
experienced among us any help we might need in 
putting together our own seasonal masterpiece.  

Discovery Hour 

Parish Hall, Sunday Mornings, Coffee, 8:45, Program 9:00ð9:50 a.m. 

ñShe manages the operations of 
this parishéso that every day I can 
direct the staff in mission and min-
istry. That makes for a great parish!ò 
he continued. 

A careful managerðñI donôt 
jump into decision if I donôt have 
to,ò she saidðLynda and Charlie 
spent seven years intentionally tran-
sitioning accounts and personnel 

before closing their agency in 
Maine. 
ñYou canôt stand on top of a 

mountain and look out on the 
ocean and not know there is a Crea-
tor,ò said Lynda. ñCharlie and I felt 
called to Maine to rediscover God. 
We were called out of Maine to do 
Godôs work in the rest of the 
world.ò 

Yet, with all her experience and 
all that she has been called to know, 

Lynda says of lifeôs roller-coaster 
ride, ñYou canôt know, careening 
around a corner, what youôll find, 
or whatôs at the bottom of a dip 
when youôre screaming along at 100 
miles per hour. But thereôs a saying 
in seminary: óGod doesnôt call the 
equipped. God equips the called.ôò 

That takes faith. 
And thatôs a call Lynda Tyson is 

well-equipped to answer.  

(Lynda Tyson continued from page 2) 
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Outreach 

The eight Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs) were adopted 
by the United Nations two years 
ago. They range from halving ex-
treme poverty to halting the spread 
of HIV/AIDS and providing univer-
sal primary education, all by the tar-
get date of 2015. All the worldôs 
countries and all the worldôs leading 
development institutions have 
agreed to the MDG blueprint, and 
they are making unprecedented ef-
forts to meet the needs of the 
worldôs poorest. The Episcopal 
Church became an MDG partner in 
June 2006, adopting the Episcopal 
ONE campaign calling parishes to 
give 1 percent of their budget to the 
MDGôs. Taking into account our 
support of GAIA and Kaisisi, Saint 
Lukeôs gives almost 30% of our out-
reach budget to support the 
MDGôs. Weôre working to do our 
part, as you will see below.  
Eradicate Extreme Poverty and 
Hunger  

Through our partner, GAIA, Saint 
Lukeôs helps feed some of the 20 mil-

lion children orphaned by the AIDS 
crisis in Africa.  

 In Zambia, we support an orphan-
age providing food and medical care to 
orphans. Childrenôs Ministries raised 
money for Read to Feed, a Heifer, Intôl 
project designed to give livestock to 
farmers in need around the world.  
Achieve Universal Primary  
Education  
Saint Lukeôs supports girls in Hon-

duras. Through GAIA we pay school 
fees for children who canôt afford to go 
to primary school. In one village they 
saw girls were not speaking out as 
much as the boys and didnôt know 
why. Eventually, the GAIA reps work-
ing in the field realized the girls were 
too embarrassed to stand up because 
they had no underwear. They didnôt 
own any.  
Promote Gender Equality and  
Empower Women  
GAIA promotes womenôs empower-

ment projects that give women the abil-
ity to say ñnoò to sex, and the chance to 
stay HIV-free. Saint Lukeôs provides 
nursing scholarships for four students 
in Malawi, providing women with an 
opportunity to earn a decent living  

and helping address a severe nursing 
shortage.  
Reduce Child Mortality  
Improve Maternal Health  

Mammograms/Breast Cancer 
Awareness are offered by P2P.  
Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and 
Other Diseases  
Saint Lukeôs works with GAIA on 

AIDS Education, and treatment.  
Ensure Environmental  
Sustainability  

Parishioner Sam Bird has provided 
leadership in Saint Lukeôs efforts to 
become a ñgreenerò community.  
Saint Lukeôs Childrenôs Ministries 

collected enough funds for The Arbor 
Day Foundation to plant 50 new trees.  
Develop a Global Partnership for 
Development  

Through capital campaign, Saint 
Lukeôs is looking to expand our part-
nership with GAIA, in all the areas 
above. GAIA also supports income 
generating activities and provides 
school fees to make villages healthier 
and self-sustaining.  

Millennium Development Goals 

In the Garden of Eden, as we all 
know, Adam and Eve are forbidden 
to eat of the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. But 
why? Arenôt we supposed to learn 
what is right and what is wrong? 
Isnôt that an essential part of becom-
ing fully human? Or is it our insis-
tence that we alone are the arbiters 
of good and evil that has plunged 
the world into irrevocable sin? 

It is from this dilemma, Paul tells 
us in Romans, that Christ delivers 
us. 

The lawðall human attempts to 
distinguish right from wrongð
condemns humankind to sin be-
cause no one can keep it. It is only 
through faith in Christôs redemp-
tion, not in our own efforts to be 
good, that we are saved. 

These are transfiguring insights 
that I have gained from studying the 
Bible. 

What more will I learn as we 
move through Genesisðfrom 
Noahôs flood, from Godôs covenant 
with Abraham, even from Josephôs 
coat of many colors? I canôt wait to 
find out.  

Why Study the Bible? 
By Darcy Burgund 
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Youth Ministries 

I am an 8th grade English 
teacher and I LOVE my job. Where 
else can a 31-year-old woman like 
me get to act like a 12-year-old for 8 
hours a day and have it be okay? In 
fact, I love working with this age 
group so much, that I volunteered 
to become an adult sponsor for our 
middle school youth group right 
here at Saint Lukeôs. Apparently I 
just canôt get enough time with 
these kids.  

Through my work as a teacher I 
am able to see the academic 
strengths and weaknesses of my stu-
dents. Iôm also able to see how scary 
and awful middle school can be 
sometimes. As a youth group spon-
sor I am able to help make it not so 

scary and awful. I am able to kick 
back, act goofy and be a friend. Be-
tween you and me? Itôs really just an 
excuse to keep watching MTV and 
listening to Z100 on the radio. 
Okay Iôd probably be doing that 
anyway, but it doesnôt hurt that be-
ing a sponsor for kids in grades 6th-
8th makes it okay to know about 
the same fads they know about.  

The point of all this is to encour-
age you to get in touch with your 
inner 12-year-old. I know that there 
are those of you out there dying for 
someone to talk to about ñThe 
Hillsò or ñNewport Harbor.ò I think 
I can see some of you itching for a 
great game of ñHalo 2ò or ñWorld 
of Warcraft.ò Take some time out of 

your overly adult life and act like a 
goof again. Believe me, working 
with the youth of this parish is good 
for the soul, and you never know 
what you might end up learning 
from them.  

For information about becoming 
a youth sponsor for either our mid-
dle school or high school program 
contact Alexandra Martin our new 
youth director. If you have any ques-
tions about the life and times of a 
middle school youth sponsor con-
tact me, Abby Warren at abby-
jean14@hotmail.com.  

Pick up the phone! Your inner 
12-year-old is calling and wants to 
play!  

Become a Youth Sponsor By Abby Warren 

group!ò I had an incredible amount 
of fun over the rest of my middle 
school years being involved in the 
youth group.  

When I entered high school, I 
was a little scared as a freshman to 
go to youth group with all of the 
upperclassmen. But when I walked 
into the youth room, that all 
changed. The members of the Sen-
ior High Youth Group were so wel-
coming! Then Navajoland came 
along.  

I had never been to that part of 
the country before. All I knew was 
that it was going to be hot, dry, hard 
work, and lots of open desert. It 
turned out to be a life changing ex-
perience. Iôll never forget that when 
we finished building a large goat 
corral for a Navajo family, their 
young son, Maurice, came up to me 
and gave me a huge, thankful hug. I 

was so moved by what I saw out 
there that I just had to come back 
again my sophomore year. When I 
went out with the youth group for a 
second time this past June, it was 
the same amazing feeling that came 
over me when I helped these peo-
ple. But what was even more amaz-
ing was when, on our second day of 
Vacation Bible School, Maurice 
showed up and gave me a huge hug. 
I had made a difference in this 
childôs life, and that was an amazing 
feeling.  

However, all of this joy in Nava-
joland this June was overshadowed 
by the fact that our beloved youth 
director, Ian, was leaving the church 
upon our return. When we all gath-
ered in a circle up on a cliff to dis-
cuss the trip, we all got a chance to 
say something to Ian. As hard as I 
tried to hold back the tears, I could-
nôt do it. I cried while I gave my lit-

tle speech to Ian. It was at that mo-
ment that I realized what this Youth 
Group means to me. This man, who 
was like a father to me and meant 
so much in my life, gave me happi-
ness. This youth program truly 
changed my life. I now feel much 
more spiritually connected with 
God than I ever have. And itôs all 
because of this youth program.  

Ian is gone, but his product re-
mains here in Saint Lukeôs: a fun, 
lively, welcoming group of people 
that love to come together on Sun-
day nights and have a good time. 
Alexandra, our new youth director, 
is just as welcoming as Ian and has 
great ambitions for the programôs 
future. She is a wonderful person 
who does a great job just as Ian did. 
This youth group changed my life, 
and truly is something special.  

(Youth Group continued from Front Page)  
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Childrenõs Ministries 

The Parable of the Cupcakes By Darunee Wilson 
ñWhat is a parable?ò This is the 

question Iôm interested in as I look 
around at the children ranged 
around the table. These are fifth 
graders, but on previous Sundays I 
have asked the question of the sec-
ond and first graders, too. Itôs not 
the kind of question they are used 
to, and they look awkwardly 
around. I draw them out about the 
parable they have been reading in 
class for three weeks, The Parable of 
the Sower. 

Slowly we outline the story of 
the man who throws seeds every-
where, even into weeds and path-
ways. Not surprisingly, most of the 
seeds canôt grow, but the ones that 
are lucky enough to fall on the good 
soil give back much more than ex-
pected. ñWhy would Jesus tell us 
about the love of God through this 
story?ò 

We share a few tentative guesses, 
and then I give them a task. ñNow 
that you have some ideas of what a 
parable is, write your own modern 
parable.ò Time has rushed on and I 
know they will leave me far too 
soon, but they set to work. As I walk 

around the table, I experience the 
deep excitement I have when I see 
ideas take hold with kids. It doesnôt 
always work, but today they have it. 
We are not ready when the call 
comes for them to line up to go to 

church for communion with their 
families, but the ideas have been 
outlined. 

I sit down for a minute to see the 
results of their labor and delight in 
the subjects: The Parable of the Bounc-
ing Ball, The Parable of the Messed-Up 
Baseball Game, and The Parable of the 
Candy. This weekôs Writing Work-
shop has been a success for us all, 
and I rush off to join them at 
church, happy that they do know 
what a parable is. 

Are you interested in sharing this 
feeling? Do you think that you 
could help kids understand some of 
the amazing stories of the Bible? We 
need people to help kids explore all 
aspects of parables this yearðmusic, 
writing, drama, any way you can 
think of. And then maybe you, too, 
can sit and rejoice over The Parable 
of the Cupcakes. 

Christmas Pageant 
All Saints is passed and it is 

time to turn toward Advent and 
Saint Lukeôs Christmas Pageant! 
The community will gather to 
witness the wonder of our chil-
drenôs reenacting of the birth of 
our Savior at 4:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, December 16. All children 
in the Saint Lukeôs Community; 
grandchildren, neighbors and 
friends are welcome to participate 
as angels, lambs and shepherds.  

Please talk with your children 
about which role they wish to fill 
and register on the newspaper 
sheets in the hall of the Education 
Building from November 1. Please 
do not call the office to register 
your child. The soloist roles of 

Mary and Joseph will be assigned 
by Dr. Campbell.  

Rehearsals are scheduled for 
Sunday December 2, and Decem-
ber 9, following the 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice with the dress rehearsal follow-
ing the 10:00 a.m. service Sunday 
December 16, 2007. Parent volun-
teers are needed for all aspects of 
the preparation and execution of 
the pageant. 

Miss Sarah is looking 
for the lost sheep!  

Childrenôs Ministry has two 
wooly Folkmanis lamb puppets, 
18 inches high that bring the 
story to our children in so many 
ways. They have gone missing. 
We know the good shepherd 
looks for the lost lambs. Please 
check your toy boxes and closets 
and see if our lambs are living 
with you!  
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Today Iôm go-
ing to ask you 
to revisit your 
sense of Chris-
tian steward-
ship. Iôm going 
to ask you take 
this issue to 

your secret place where you go to 
think, and work on it. And Iôm go-
ing to give you some things to take 
with youïsome knowledge of the 
theology of stewardship and an un-
derstanding of how we as Anglicans 
determine where we stand on stew-
ardship or any issue. That is, we 
study the Scriptures, consider what 
our Tradition says, and apply Reason. 

When you scan Scripture top to 
bottom three things jump out at 
you. First, we donôt own any posses-
sions, they all belong to God. And 
it is arrogant in the face of God to 
say: ñThis is mine, I hold title to 
that, I inherited this.ò Not the case. 
God formed it, God gave it, God 
entrusts a portion to us for our 
stewardship, our caretaking. It is 
not ours. Thatôs the first great truth. 

Second, God expects that we give 
Him the first fruits ï the very best 
that we have first of all to God. 
How many of us do that? We tend 
to look first at our needs and then 
give whatôs left over to God. But 
you donôt tip God. For me, direct 
withdrawal made first fruits easier. 
Money just goes directly out of my 
account to the church, and I have 
whatôs left over. 

Third, in the Old Testament, giv-
ing is the law. This is what you will 
do, and if you do not do it, you an-
ger God and will be cast out of the 
Kingdom. The New Testament asks 

us to maintain the law unless it con-
flicts with the New Testamentôs one 
overriding principle: the law of 
Love. 

Jesus came into the world to tell 
us every aspect of what it means to 
love. And in order to get that and to 
live it, we must always place God in 
the center of our life. Whenever 
anything becomes a threat to God 
being central, Jesus reacts. He un-
derstood the power of money to 
control us, to corrupt, to shape our 
identity, to affect everything in our 
lives. He tells us story after story: 
the poor widow who gives all she 
has ï the epitome of what it is to be 
generous before God. The Prodigal 
Son who receives his fatherôs grace. 
The Good Samaritan. The servant 
who would not risk his masterôs 
money because he was just flat out 
scared to lose it ï a fear that is very 
real for us today. 
OK, now youôre going to your se-

cret place taking with you Scripture, 
Tradition and Reason to weigh 
what you give to church and charity. 
Start by asking yourself: Why do 
you give at all? Let 
me suggest that we 
give because of 
love. Consider your 
relationship with 
Jesus Christïyour 
praying to him, 
your receiving him 
in sacrament, your 
study of the scrip-
tures about his life, 
your offering of 
yourself to him ï 
all of this is a re-
sponse to the love 
you receive from 

him. The closer you become to him 
the more loving you become, and 
the necessity to give in response to 
that love grows stronger. 

Let me also suggest that we give 
out of grace. You go right back to 
Exodus and you realize that every-
thing we have God has given us 
through grace. You know we canôt 
pay God back. But we can be an ex-
tension of Godôs grace. We can be 
God-like. And that pleases Godôs 
heart. 
Itôs not an easy subject, our stew-

ardship giving. But it is so critically 
important to who we are and who 
we are becoming. A great parish 
church is urging you to weigh all of 
this. It is pushing you hard. Not to 
meet budgets, but to think theologi-
cally and to think in response to the 
God who has given you everything. 
Now it rests with you. God gives 
you the freedom to go to your secret 
place, to reflect, to reason, and in 
time to know the joy of living a 
truly generous life. Amen. 

StewardshipñGoing to Your Secret Place 

Excerpts from The Rev. Dr. Mark Anschutzô Discovery Hour talk, 10/14/07 

# of 
Pledges 

% of 
Pledges 

Amount $ Total % of 
Total 

10   1.5% $          20,000 + $362,931 20.4% 
  6     .9% $15,000 - 19,999 $  94,000   5.3% 
16   2.5% $10,000 - 14,999 $178,700 10.1% 
11   1.7% $  7,500 -   9,999 $  87,858   4.9% 
53   8.1% $  5,000 -   7,499 $298,390  16.7% 
51   7.8% $  3,500 -   4,999 $203,800  11.4% 
106 16.2% $  2,000 -   3,499 $261,479  14.8% 
50   7.6% $  1,500 -   1,999 $  79,428    4.4% 
95 14.6% $  1,000 -   1,499 $102,188    5.7% 
138 21.2% $      500 -     999 $  83,227    4.7% 
117 17.9% $          0 -     499 $  28,706    1.6% 
653 

pledges 
100%  $1,780,706 100% 

2 special 
gifts 

  $              28,107     

Average pledge $2,726 

2007 Stewardship Pledging Profile 
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Over the last several years, the 
leaders of Saint Lukeôs Caring Con-
nections and Outreach ministries 
have been collaborating to examine 
how well weôre keeping parishioners 
connected to our church commu-
nity, especially older members who 
may have difficulty attending wor-
ship or social events. Often they 
have mobility, transportation or 
health issues, and some stop coming 
because many contemporaries have 
moved away or died. Saint Lukeôs is 
also blessed with a many men and 
women who wish to put their skills 
to work in making a home safer, 
warmer or cleaner for our 
neighbors.  

Last year, we started the annual 
ñCaring for Each Other Day,ò to 
put these folks together. Parishion-
ers of all ages visited each otherôs 
homes and did whatever cleaning, 
small repairs or other chores were 

needed. Another annual event is 
our Americareôs HomeFront pro-
ject, where parishioners use their 
carpentry, plumbing and electrical 
skills to improve a neighborôs house 
or apartment, with the support of 
local merchants.  

But we wanted something more 
ongoing, so we began the Small 
Tasks Force ministry, through 
which volunteers can provide these 
same services to fellow parishioners 
year round, changing smoke detec-
tor batteries, installing or removing 
window air conditioners, helping 
with outdoor leaf clean up, snow 
removal or flood damage, and simi-
lar tasks.  

HomeFront and the Small Tasks 
Force complement each other won-
derfully. For our HomeFront pro-
ject in May 2007, for example, we 
were asked to install new windows, 
repaint the interior, resolve drain-

age issues and perform landscaping 
in a home in a nearby community. 
When we arrived, we found a major 
oil burner problem: interior walls 
were coated with soot and the smell 
permeated the house. The oil 
burner needed replacementða 
$2,000 problem. With just a few 
calls to Saint Lukeôs, Person-to-
Person and Americares, necessary 
funds were found. Begun with 
HomeFront and finished by the 
Small Tasks Force, our neighbor 
now has a safe and secure home to 
enjoy for years to come.  
Saint Lukeôs is now working with 

other area churches and social ser-
vice organizations, through the 
ñAging in Place with Graceò initia-
tive of the Darien Community 
Foundation to extend this kind of 
service throughout the community.  

Last November, Saint Lukeôs first 
annual Caring For Each Other Day 
fell on a brilliant fall morning. It 
would have been perfect for a family 
outing, a long jog, or some quality 
time with a leaf blower. 

For dozens of parishioners, 
though, there was a more rewarding 
way to spend a few hours. Volun-
teers helped fellow parishioners 
with any and all tasks: washing win-
dows, organizing files, raking leaves, 
making trips to the dump and even 
building a crèche for our own living 
nativity. 

The jobs were so simple for the 
volunteers, but they might have 
been too big for those who asked 
for the help. It was a transforma-
tional experience, and, for those few 
hours, it helped Saint Lukeôs live its 
vision of building an accepting com-
munity.  

One long-time parishioner called 
Caring For Each Other Day the best 
thing her church had ever done for 
her, a sentiment echoed by others. 
For the volunteers, it was liberating, 
in a way, to forget about their own 
to-do lists and help someone else 
with theirs. 

This yearôs Caring For Each 
Other Day is Saturday, November 
17th and we need both volunteers 
AND people whoôd like to be 
helped. So if youôd like to lend a 
hand, or have a chore that just 
wonôt go away, please sign up by 
calling Kim Nightingale 359-6345 
or email her at  
pnightingale@msn.com.  
If you canôt make it, but would 

still like to support the day, you can 
send a check to Saint Lukeôs Parish 
1864 Post Road, Darien, CT 06820 
and mark ñCaring for Each Other 
Dayò in the memo. 

Caring For Each Other DayñNovember 17 

By Tyler Kepner 

Helping Each Other with Home Repairs and Developing a Model for Darien  

by Charlie England & Sam Bridges 
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Doves translate into food for the Holidays  

Small green and white paper 
doves adorn the Saint Lukeôs Par-
ish Christmas Tree, as well as 
Christmas trees at other local 
churches during the Holidays. On 
each P2P Dove is listed the num-
ber of adults and children in a 
family, or an individual (often a sen-
ior), in need of food for Christmas 
Day. The families and individuals 
represented are provided by twelve 
local social services agencies includ-
ing CTE, Senior Neighborhood 
Support Services, Chester Addison, 

Glenbrook Manor, Family Centers 
and more.  

Parishioners who want to take 
part in this wonderful program can 
choose a Dove and shop for food 
which should be packed in a box, 
wrapped in Christmas wrap, and 

brought back to Saint Lukeôs where 
it will be transported back to the 
social services agency that provided 
that name. Green Doves offer the 
opportunity for those who would 
rather donate monetarily to do so.  

Last year a total of 782 boxes 
were donated, providing food for 
thousands on Christmas day. Saint 
Lukeôs Parish has always been the 
largest contributor to the Dove pro-
gram; if you would like to partici-
pate choose a Dove and help make 
someoneôs Holiday special!  

Music Ministries 
Mahler at Carnegie Hall 

The Junior and Senior Boys and 
Girls Choirs at Saint Lukeôs will be 
joining their voices with New Yorkôs 
Canterbury Choral Society for 
Mahlerôs Symphony No. 8 on No-
vember 9, 2007 at Carnegie Hall. 
For concert or ticket information 
visit www.carnegiehall.org.  

Evensong for All Saints 
The Parish Choir of Senior Boys 

and Girls and Adults will sing Even-
song for All Saints on, November 4, 
the Sunday after All Saints Day, at 
4:00 p.m. The service will be pre-
ceded at 3:30 with an organ recital 
by Neal Campbell. Following the 
sung evening office, they will sing 
the Requiem Mass of Gabriel Fauré. 
Names of parishioners and friends 
who have died in the past year will 
be remembered by name during the 
prayers. Please send names of those 
you would like to be included to 
Molly Johnson in the parish office. 
Faur®ôs setting of the Requiem 

Mass was written in 1887 purely, in 
his own words, ñfor the pleasure of 

it,ò although the death of his father 
in 1885 and of his mother two years 
later may well have given impetus to 
its composition. At the time, Fauré 
was the choirmaster of the Church 
of the Madeleine in Paris and was 
gradually gaining a reputation as a 
composer. He completed the first 
version of the Requiem in early 
1888 and the first ñperformanceò of 
it was at a funeral service at the 
Madeleine. Fauré augmented the 
instrumentation and added the Of-
fertoire, and Libera me movements in 
later revisions. 

Lessons and Carols for Advent 
The Parish Choir will sing Les-

sons and Carols for Advent on De-
cember 2, the First Sunday of Ad-
vent, at 7:00 p.m. followed by a re-
ception in the Parish Hall. The for-
mat of the service is patterned after 
the famous Christmas Lessons and 
Carols which is broadcast annually 
on Christmas Eve from Kings Col-
lege in Cambridge, England, but 
the readings and music reflect the 
themes of preparation and anticipa-

tion characteristic of the season of 
Advent.  

Souls of Saint Lukeôs 
who have died  
in the past year 

We will be praying for the following 
people in the service for All Saints Day 

on November 4th. 

Ken Albonzio, Jeremy Boe, Norma 
Borgman, Eleanor Briganti, Todd 
Burger, Frank Carpenter, Malcolm 
Crawford, Herbert Dixon, Lucille 
Dressler, John Emery, George 
Goddard, Lenore Griffith, Susan 
Hansen, Joan Hill, Tom Kellogg, 
Jackie MacMaster, Jean  
Massengale, Leigh McGehee, 
Clara McGrath, Kingsley Meyer, 
Robert Mitchell, Rachel Moden, 
Arthur Perrault, John Queeney, 
Elizabeth Neff, Dennis OôBrian, 
Amy Reed, Caroline Ross, Barbara 
Scribner, Frank Small, Elsie Trask, 
Richard Tweedy,  


